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Slmopsis,  and Analvsis

The operator of Bear Canyon Mine has submitted a proposal Lo
construct a road and portal pad to gain access t,o the Tank Seam.
The proposal has several  def ic iencies as noted below.

l-. No data has been presented to demonstrate which
vegetaEive success standards the operat,or wi l l  use, such as a
reference area, and how those standards compare with the premine
d is turbance.

2. The Threatened and Endangered species discussion
provided on page 9-1,0A must be updated.

3. A d. iscussion must be provided to the ef  fect  that an
inter im seed mixt .ure wi l l  be used to stabi l  Lze t ,he soi l  surface
in the event that slopes are regraded prior t,o the faIl seeding
window.

4. The operator proposes that,  the vegetated cut s lopes wi l l
serve as a BTCA area. No demonstrat ion of  success for t .h is
technique has been seen on the disturbed area. In fact  the
operat.or has had very l i t t le success in establ ishing vegetat ion
on steep cut,  s lopes without the reappl icat ion of  topsoi l .

5. The operator has not demonslrated that the cut, and fi l l
s lopes or t ,he reclaimed slopes wi l l -  be stable.  A permanent
veget,at ive cover wi l l  not establ ish on areas in which mass
stabi l i ty of  the soi l  surface is not provided. The operator has
not descr ibed a construct ion plan which assures that the
disturbance wi l l  be contained wit ,h in the proposed disturbance
boundar ies .
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Recommendat ion

The proposal cannot be accepted due to def ic iencies as noted
above. Most important, is the fact that, the operator has not
provided enough information t,o make a f inding of reclaimabil i ty.


